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The Same Lord Is Lord of All

God does not 
show favoritism 
but accepts from 
every nation the 
one who fears 
him and does 
what is right.

Acts 10:34–35



TODAY WITH PAUL NYQUIST
President of Moody Bible Institute

The beloved carol  
“Joy to the World” 
was not originally  
intended to be sung 
at Christmas. The  
author, Isaac Watts, 
wrote hundreds of 
hymns, this one in 

1719. “Joy to the World” was based on 
Psalm 98 which reads: “Shout joyfully to 
the Lord, all the earth.” 

If you read the lyrics carefully, you will 
notice the hymn does not even mention the 
birth of Christ. No manger, shepherds, or 
angels. Rather, the hymn anticipates and 
celebrates the second coming of our Lord 
and Savior. “Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come. Let earth receive her king.” 

What a celebration it will be when Jesus 
returns to reign! In one glorious moment, 
the whole world will kneel before the 
King. Scripture says we will see men and 
women from every tribe and nation, 
speaking every language, and worship-
ing God together. More people from 
more places than we ever imagined will 
be united at the feet of Christ.

In the book of Revelation, we read John’s 
vivid description: “After these things I 
looked, and behold, a great multitude which 
no one could count, from every nation and 
all tribes and peoples and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 
branches were in their hands” (7:9).

What a wonderful reminder that God’s 
followers include people from every tribe 
and every nation. Although the storyline of 
Scripture focuses on the history of the 
Jewish nation, as God’s chosen ones, there 
are people outside the Jewish faith who 
were also “chosen” by God for His eternal 
purpose. The Bible clearly records that 
God made Himself known to people 
throughout the world. 

This month’s study demonstrates how God 
interacted with non-Israelites or non-Jews. 
We indeed serve a God who has a 
heart for all people. Author and pastor 
John Piper says it well, “God is pursuing 
with omnipotent passion a worldwide 
purpose of gathering joyful worshipers 
for Himself. . . . Let us join His global 
purpose.”

While God’s purpose is global, it is also 
intensely personal. Notice how the 
stories in the Bible focus on specific 
individuals. He loved them and extended 
His grace and forgiveness and purpose 
into their lives. From Rahab to Lydia, 
from Nebuchadnezzar to the Ethiopian 
eunuch, their encounters with God left 
them forever changed.

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, this 
time of joy to the world, let’s also 
anticipate the end of the story, when He 
will reign over the whole world, and 
people from every language, tribe, and 
nation will join together to receive their 
long-awaited King.

Joy to the World

1-800-356-6639



The foundational confession of faith in 
the Old Testament is found in Deuter-
onomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.” This verse affirms  
the uniqueness of the God who is  
revealed to us in the Bible. He is one  
in the sense that He is the only God. 
Although the God of Scripture is some-
times compared to the gods of other 
nations, they are merely idols  
(1 Chron. 16:26). The one true God is  
the Creator and Lord of heaven and  
earth (Acts 17:24). In this respect, He  
is the God of all humanity, for He is  
the Creator of all. 

This does not mean that all religions 
worship the same God or that all people 
will be saved, which is the false doctrine 
known as universalism. In Scripture, the 
true God is contrasted with the gods of  
the nations (Ex. 15:11). Those who worship 
the God of the Bible are commanded not 
to worship or make a covenant with “their 
gods” and are warned to “flee from 
idolatry” (Ex. 23:24, 32; 1 Cor. 10:14;  
Gal. 5:20; Col. 3:5; 1 Peter 4:3). 

In the past God “overlooked” the ignorance 
of those who worshiped idols (Acts 17:30). 
This does not mean that God accepted their 
false worship or felt indifferent about their 
idolatry. Rather, He overlooked it by 

allowing the nations to continue in their 
idolatry. This was both a judgment and a 
mercy. It was a judgment in the sense that  
it permitted sinful humanity to persist in 
self-imposed ignorance without relieving 
them of their guilt (Rom. 1:21–25). God has 
revealed enough about Himself through 
creation to make all who reject Him 
culpable (Rom. 1:20). Yet this judgment was 
also an act of mercy because it left open 
the possibility that someday “they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him 
and find him” (Acts 17:27). 

God demonstrated His mercy further by 
sending Christ to redeem us. Jesus says 
that anyone who rejects Him also rejects 
the Father (Luke 10:16). Anyone who would 
acknowledge God as He is revealed in 
Scripture must also acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is God in the flesh. Those who reject 
Christ are not worshiping God as He has 
revealed Himself (Heb. 1:1–3; cf. 1 John 
4:2; 2 John 1:7).

God has commissioned the church to 
“make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
The church’s message is a command to all 
people everywhere to turn from their 
unbelief and place their faith in Jesus Christ 
(Acts 17:30–31; cf. Luke 24:47), the true 
God of the Scriptures. 

To learn more about the error of universalism, read The Population of Heaven by 
Ramesh Richard (Moody Publishers). 

For Further Study

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by John Koessler

True Worship of the True God

www.todayintheword.com



FROM THE EDITORS
by Elena Mafter
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Worship the Newborn King

The celebration of Christmas may be a 
challenge for us as Christians—the holiday 
celebrated by many in our culture is 
focused on wishes and materialism and 
glitz. It often seems as if we are celebrating 
two different holidays! Of course, we know 
“the reason for the season,” but it’s easy to 
get caught up in the “busyness” of the 
season. All the bright and loud things the 
world offers as a substitute for the mes-
sage of Christmas distract us from the 
simple truth of the Savior’s birth and the 
good news of His salvation. 

We at Today in the Word are thrilled to 
offer you an additional resource to focus 
on the truth of Christmas this year. We’ve 
created a 12-day devotional, The Newborn 
King, based on the beloved Christmas 
carols. We hope you like it! Intended to 
complement your regular Scripture study 
with the December issue of Today in the 
Word, the devotionals in The Newborn 
King will give you some quiet moments to 
reflect on the true message of Christmas 
this holiday season and will help you keep 
your eyes on Jesus.

Dear readers, as we come to the end of 
2014, Today in the Word’s 27th year of 

publication, we thank you for traveling 
through the Bible with us this year. We 
studied the books of Daniel, Deuteronomy, 
Matthew, Acts, and Philippians. We learned 
about God’s faithfulness and explored a 
biblical view of time and themes of change, 
lament and comfort, and work. 

Thank you for your prayers, feedback, and 
friendship in 2014! Your financial support is 
vital for this ministry, and we are so glad to 
have a community of readers around the 
world that we call the Today in the Word 
family.

We are excited about the next year with 
Today in the Word. Some of the devotions 
that our team of writers is preparing for 
2015 include the study of hope in the Bible, 
the questions Jesus asked, themes of rest 
and home, and heroes of Christmas. We’ll 
also delve into book studies such as 
Romans, Joshua, Job, and more. We pray 
that through our study of the Bible with 
Today in the Word we’ll see Jesus more 
clearly and will know Him better.

Let us worship the newborn King! Merry 
Christmas and happy New Year from all of 
us at Today in the Word.
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The Same Lord Is Lord of All

A recent Wall Street Journal article claims: “Humans have an 
extraordinarily strong tendency to divide the world into Us 
and Them—and not to take kindly to the latter.”  Looking at 
the local and international events today, we can’t help 
agreeing with this statement—the Us/Them dichotomies do 
exist, and we often avoid interactions with “Thems.”

This article reflects our longing for the elusive peace 
and harmony in human relationships. But there is a 
place where all humans are brothers and sisters, and 
that place is found in Christ. The Bible gives us a 
glimpse of God’s kingdom by revealing the grace of 
God, the Creator of all, extended to “them”—the 
unlikely, the foreigners, and the marginalized—our 
study in Today in the Word this month.

As we travel through the Bible from Genesis to 
Philemon, we’ll encounter various characters: mysteri-
ous Melchizedek, clever Rahab, faithful Ruth, the 
Queen of Sheba who searched for wisdom and the 
Magi who saw it, the Roman centurion who found faith 
at the Cross, and enslaved Onesimus who gained true 
freedom in Christ. We pray that, as we discover the 
touch of God on their lives and hearts, we’ll better 
understand His character and our relationship with Him. 

We are grateful for the Today in the Word readers, 
our brothers and sisters in Christ from many countries 
across the globe. Thank you for supporting the 
ministry of Today in the Word!

www.todayintheword.com
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At the end of history, in the throne 
room of heaven, a “new song” will be 
sung in praise of Jesus Christ, the Lamb 
of God: “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your blood 
you purchased for God persons from 
every tribe and language and people 
and nation” (Rev. 5:9). 
The global breadth of 
the redemption story is 
one of many reasons to 
celebrate this Christmas 
season! 

Our theme this month 
is taken from Romans 
10:12: “The same Lord is 
Lord of all and richly blesses all who 
call on him.” To highlight this important 
truth, our devotional study examines a  
Scripture-wide gallery of non- 
Jewish characters. These characters 
are mostly individual Gentiles, present-
ed in more or less chronological order, 
who played positive roles in the bibli-
cal narrative. Through this study we’ll 
see a broader picture of God’s plan for  
the nations, a picture that complements 

the key role played by Abraham and 
his descendants. 

Job may have lived around the time 
of Abraham. He was a wealthy man in 
both material goods and family—“the 
greatest man among all the people of 
the East” (1:3). He was also a godly man. 

The Lord Himself called 
Satan’s attention to Job 
as a model of integrity 
and righteousness (2:3; 
cf. Ezek. 14:14, 20).

The character of Job 
is seen most clearly in  
today’s verse (2:10). 
When his wife gave up 

and prompted him to do the same, he 
continued to trust God. His response 
demonstrated an unflinching confidence 
in God’s goodness, a faith that clearly 
transcended circumstances and doubts. 
Despite all the disasters and suffer-
ing he had undergone, he submitted to 
God’s loving sovereignty and “did not 
sin in what he said.” Satan’s attacks 
failed; Job’s faith stood firm.

Job’s purity of speech was nothing short of 
amazing! Even at the best of times, we do 
wrong with our words. But Job, during what 
was clearly the worst of times, “did not sin in 
what he said” (2:10). If you can, take some time 
today to read and pray over James 3:1–12, the 
classic passage on this topic.

Today, we’d like to single out for 
prayer the staff of our Chicago 
campus cafeteria, The 
Commons: Louis Ballasch, 
Lillie Hill, Elouise Peace, and 
Frank Slomkowski, as well as 
part-time student workers. 
We value their service! 

Read: Job 1:1–3; 2:1–10 Monday, December 1

Job: Faith in God’s Goodness

 Shall we accept 
good from God, 
and not trouble?  

Job 2:10
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Ancient Egyptian ethics strongly em-
phasized honesty through the concept 
of ma’at. This term encompassed not 
only “truth” or “truthfulness” but also 
“order” and “balance.” That is, to tell a 
lie or to be dishonest was to disrupt the 
social and moral order—to unbalance 
the universe, as it were. Truth and hon-
esty, on the other hand, 
led to social prosperity 
and individual success. It 
was a special responsibil-
ity of the king to uphold 
the value of ma’at.

Pharaoh did exactly that 
in today’s reading, much 
to Abram’s embarrass-
ment and shame. Caught in a brazen act 
of deceit, there was nothing he could 
say. Despite receiving God’s promise of 
becoming a blessing to the nations ear-
lier in Genesis 12, he had lacked faith 
when he took his family to Egypt to seek 
relief from a famine. To save his own 
skin, he and Sarai lied and deceived the 
royal court. Initially, the plan worked to  
perfection, and he gained wealth from 
Pharaoh’s gifts (v. 16).

Whereas Abram acted in a fearful, 
crafty, and dishonest manner, Pha-
raoh acted in a truthful, upright, and 
God-honoring manner. He correctly 
interpreted the disease as a sign that 
something was morally wrong with his 
recent marriage to Sarai. He confront-
ed Abram with his lie and then angrily 

deported him (vv. 17–20). 
It was likely respect for 
God’s power and pro-
tection that prevented 
him from handing down a 
much worse punishment. 
Despite all this, Abram 
didn’t learn his lesson 
(see Genesis 20).

From a literary perspective, looking at 
Genesis as a whole story, this episode 
foreshadows the Israelites’ later slav-
ery in Egypt and the Exodus. Pharaoh 
did what he did as part of God’s story. 
We see clearly here that no matter 
what people or circumstances threat-
ened His covenant, the Lord would 
faithfully bring it to fulfillment. 

God was faithful to Abram even when Abram 
was not faithful to Him. This is the essence of 
His goodness and love: He loves us when we 
fail, and that when He first loved us, we were 
actually His enemies (Rom. 5:10). The encour-
agement of His unconditional love is our sure 
hope and foundation (Ps. 33:18, 22; 2 Thess. 
2:16–17).

Collin Lambert, vice president 
of Moody Radio, welcomes 
your prayers for the Lord’s 
guidance and wisdom in 
implementing digital 
technologies at Moody Radio. 
He and his team also thank 
all those who support our 
radio ministry.

Read: Genesis 12:10–20 Tuesday, December 2

Pharaoh: More Honest than Abram

Truthful lips 
endure forever.

Proverbs 12:19
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The writer of Hebrews interpreted 
Melchizedek as a type of Christ,  
meaning that Melchizedek was a  
special picture or “pattern” of the One 
to come (see Rom. 5:14). The fact that 
Jesus is our “great high priest” (Heb. 
4:14) was foreshadowed in Abram’s 
encounter with Melchize-
dek, who was also a 
priest from a line older 
and greater than that 
of Aaron (Heb. 7:15–22;  
cf. Zech. 6:13).

But who was the original 
Melchizedek? As well as 
being a priest, he was the 
king of Salem (Jerusalem). 
His name, likely a title, means “king  
of righteousness”; in addition, being 
king of Salem adds the meaning “king 
of peace.”

Abram encountered Melchizedek on 
the way back from rescuing Lot, who 
had gotten caught in the crossfire of 
a war. Though Abram had just won 
a battle, Melchizedek blessed him,  
indicating a higher social and spiritual 

status (vv. 18–20). Based on the context, 
Melchizedek may also have advised 
Abram how to respond to the king of 
Sodom’s offer (vv. 21–23). Abram rec-
ognized Melchizedek’s superiority by 
accepting his hospitality (bread and 
wine), receiving his blessing, and tithing 

to him. These actions also 
signified that he acknowl-
edged the truthfulness 
of Melchizedek’s words: 
that God was the reason 
for his victory (v. 20). 

How did Melchizedek 
know “God Most High”? 
Scripture doesn’t tell us, 
but Abram’s response in-

dicated that the two of them worshiped 
the same God. They may well have  
interacted previously, which would ex-
plain why this doesn’t feel like a first 
meeting. Many have speculated about 
who Melchizedek might have been, but 
the testimony of Scripture is clear that 
Melchizedek’s blessing showed that he 
knew God as the powerful and sover-
eign Creator. 

If you have extra time, read Hebrews 4:14–
7:28, a discussion of the spiritual significance 
of Melchizedek in relation to Christ and His 
mission of redemption. In what ways was 
Melchizedek a type or “pattern” of Christ? 
Why is it important that Jesus was a priest in 
the order of Melchizedek? Also thank our 
Great High Priest for His work on our behalf!

Today and tomorrow, would 
you pray with us for the 
talented team at Moody Radio 
Production department? It’s our 
privilege to pray today for 
Joseph Carlson, William Davis, 
Jon Hemmer, Lee Rugen, and 
Chris Papendick.

Read: Genesis 14 Wednesday, December 3

Melchizedek: The Higher Priesthood

You are a priest 
forever, in the 

order of 
Melchizedek.

Psalm 110:4
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Talent scouts and headhunters work 
to identify and recruit gifted individu-
als for their team or organization. 
They travel far and wide searching for 
people with special abilities in sports, 
music, acting, modeling, computer pro-
gramming, business, and other fields. 
The idea is to find and employ such 
people before the com-
petition does!

In today’s narrative,  
Pharaoh behaved a 
bit like a talent scout. 
Though he had nothing to 
lose by letting a foreign 
prisoner try to interpret 
his dream, he couldn’t 
have been expecting 
much. The odds that  
Joseph would succeed were extremely 
low, from Pharaoh’s perspective. But 
through God’s wisdom, Joseph not 
only interpreted the dream but also of-
fered a solution to the serious problem 
it presented. Pharaoh must have been 
stunned—but he knew wisdom, integri-
ty, and administrative abilities when he 
saw them (vv. 38–44). He made Joseph 
second-in-command of all Egypt!

Joseph acted in faith, but Pharaoh  
deserves credit here as well. Joseph 
trusted God, even in a foreign prison, 
and gave Him the glory instead of try-
ing to negotiate a personal advantage 
(v. 16). He also boldly asserted God as 
the true Ruler in Pharaoh’s very face 
(vv. 28, 32). For his part, Pharaoh chose 

to believe the dream, 
Joseph’s interpretation, 
and the source of both in 
God. He wouldn’t know 
for sure about the famine 
until seven years later, so 
this was a step of some 
kind of faith or at least 
evidence of a soft heart 
(especially compared to 
the Pharaoh of Moses’ 
day). He wanted this 

kind of wisdom and integrity to benefit 
Egypt, and he acted decisively to “sign 
the talent,” which included giving Jo-
seph an Egyptian name and wife (v. 45).

Through the actions of Joseph and Pha-
raoh, God transformed evil into good 
and saved many lives, including those 
of the covenant people (Gen. 50:20).

Especially in our culture, it’s quite difficult to 
displace self from the center. The focus always 
seems to be on our abilities, our opinions, our 
problems, and our feelings. Joseph serves as a 
powerful contrast: After thirteen years of 
slavery and imprisonment, for him it was still all 
about God!

As we continue to pray for 
Moody Radio’s Production 
team, please add Chris Segard, 
Deb Solomon, Joel Swan, and 
Steven Tabor to your list. They 
help create programs that 
draw listeners to Christ, and 
we ask for God’s grace and 
blessings for them.

Read: Genesis 41:1–40 Thursday, December 4

Pharaoh: Saw God’s Wisdom in Joseph

Since God has 
made all this known 
to you, there is no 
one so discerning 
and wise as you.

Genesis 41:39
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Every year, nearly three million ba-
bies worldwide die in their first month. 
Sometimes the problem is just staying 
warm enough, especially for premature 
or underweight infants. To help address 
this, Jane Chen co-founded Embrace, an 
organization that works to save these 
vulnerable children. They have devel-
oped a special infant 
warmer for use by moth-
ers in undeveloped or  
resource-limited countries.

When the Egyptian prin-
cess took the basket out 
of the river and rescued 
baby Moses, she didn’t 
know she was chang-
ing the course of history. At the time, 
she was simply responding in curiosity. 
What was that basket for? What might 
be inside it? When the cargo turned out 
to be a crying Hebrew infant, her pity 
was awakened (v. 6). 

What kind of pity? Did the princess’s 
motherly instincts kick in? Did she sym-
pathize with the plight of the slaves? 
Or was it general human compassion 
for a helpless child? We don’t know  

exactly, but whatever the reason, she 
acted to preserve life. The political  
implications of her decision would have 
been immense. She lived in the house of 
Pharaoh, who had ordered all the new-
born baby boys of the Hebrew slaves 
to be killed. It was a murderous tactic 
to control their population (1:22). In  

rescuing this child, the 
princess took a personal 
and political risk.

The princess adopted 
the baby and named him 
after how she found him 
(v. 10). Since “Moses” 
sounds like “draw out” in 
Hebrew, his family may 

have had some input into his name. He 
received an Egyptian education but 
was also aware of his dual heritage 
due to spending his early childhood at 
home (Acts 7:20–22).

The princess’s rescue and deliverance  
of Moses foreshadowed God’s rescue 
and deliverance of the Israelites from 
Egypt. Another turning point in God’s 
plan, and another Gentile used by God 
for His purposes!

Exodus 2 has inspired numerous works of 
historical fiction. What was Moses’ relation-
ship with the Egyptian palace? To what extent 
was his Hebrew identity known or secret? We 
don’t know the answers, but movies such as 
The Ten Commandments and Prince of Egypt can 
be fun to watch and discuss. Why not invite a 
friend to watch with you?

Candlelight Carols, our annual 
Christmas concert, begins today 
on the Chicago campus. Please 
uphold in prayer all the students 
involved in the performance. 
Pray also for Moody’s 
president, Dr. Paul Nyquist, 
as he greets students, faculty, 
and guests.

Read: Exodus 2:1–10 Friday, December 5

Egyptian Princess: Rescued Moses

She named him 
Moses, saying, 

“I drew him out of 
the water.”
Exodus 2:10
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The courtship of Moses and Zipporah 
is one of the most fascinating love sto-
ries never told (in the Bible, at least). 
That hasn’t stopped movies such as 
those mentioned in yesterday’s appli-
cation, The Ten Commandments and The 
Prince of Egypt, from imagining how the 
two might have fallen in love and been  
married after the dra-
matic initial meeting in 
today’s reading.

What do we actually 
know about Zipporah? 
She was a daughter  
of Reuel (Jethro) of  
Midian, a dry, harsh 
country west of Egypt. 
It was presumably named after a child 
of Abraham through his later wife,  
Keturah (Gen. 25:2), though this branch 
of the family isn’t considered part of the 
main covenant line. In a later incident,  
Zipporah was identified as a “Cushite,” 
a term which might refer to Arabia or 
modern Sudan but which can also refer 
to Midian (Hab. 3:7), and in any case 
remains an ethnically uncertain desig-
nation. Perhaps this is why Miriam and  

Aaron later used racial prejudice against  
Zipporah as an excuse to challenge 
Moses’ leadership (Num. 12:1).

Despite his gallant defense of Zipporah 
and her sisters (v. 17), Moses was hard-
ly a prize catch. Jethro’s family saw him 
as a mysterious Egyptian, foreign to 

their culture. They prob-
ably noticed he was used 
to luxurious palace life 
rather than hard work. 
They didn’t know he was 
a fugitive from justice, 
but at some point he no 
doubt told them his story. 
There’s no indication he 
had any kind of dowry 

to offer, and an alliance with him by 
marriage offered Jethro no particular 
advantages.

Nevertheless, Moses and Zipporah  
were married, and as his wife she seems 
to have been a bright spot in his forty 
years of exile. His feelings about exile 
are reflected in his first son’s name, 
Gershom, meaning “foreigner” (v. 22).

Moses’ encounter with Zipporah and her sisters at 
the well was clearly a divine appointment. This 
might be defined as an encounter that seems 
random at the time, but which later we see 
was arranged and engineered by the Lord for 
His purposes. Are we on the lookout for divine 
appointments in our own lives? God has people 
for us to meet that might surprise us!

Candlelight Carols is a busy 
time for our Facilities 
department, as they need to 
attend to many details on 
campus. Please lift up in prayer 
the department’s management 
team—Konrad Finck, Erik 
Hultquist, and James Miedema.

Read: Exodus 2:11–22 Saturday, December 6

Zipporah: A Wife in Exile

Marriage should 
be honored by all.

Hebrews 13:4
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Family reunions come in a variety  
of shapes and sizes. Everyone might 
return to the parents’ homestead for 
a weekend, meet in a local park for a 
picnic, or rendezvous on a beach for a 
shared vacation. Time is spent catching 
up with one another and marveling at 
how much the kids have grown. 

Today’s reading also 
begins with a family re-
union. Zipporah and the 
children had gone with 
Moses to Egypt and 
shared in the adventures 
there (Ex. 4:20). At some 
point during the Exodus, 
he had sent them back 
home to Jethro, perhaps for their own 
safety. In Exodus 18, the extended  
family arrived for a visit at Israel’s en-
campment at Sinai (vv. 1–6).

Jethro was the father of Zipporah. His 
personal name was Reuel, meaning 
“friend of God” (Ex. 2:18). “Jethro” was 
probably a title referring to his status 
as the political and spiritual leader of 
his people. Like Melchizedek (Decem-
ber 3), he seems to have known and  

believed in the one true God. We’re not 
told if he learned about Yahweh from 
Moses or if he believed in God prior 
to that. He gave Moses his daughter in 
marriage, after which Moses lived with 
Jethro’s clan for forty years and shep-
herded his father-in-law’s flocks (Ex. 
3:1). When the time had come for him  

to return to Egypt with 
his family, he had asked  
formal permission from 
Jethro (Ex. 4:18–19).

At the family reunion, Je-
thro heard everything 
straight from Moses (vv. 
7–9). The personal and na-
tional testimonies boosted 

his faith and led him to praise and worship 
the Lord (vv. 10–12). Later, he saw that his 
son-in-law was overextended and over-
burdened in leadership, so he advised 
him to delegate certain responsibilities in 
order to focus on higher, God-given pri-
orities (vv. 17–23). This sagacious tip was 
likely only a sample of the wisdom Moses 
learned in his relationship with Jethro. 

Delegating makes good administrative sense, 
as any book on leadership will tell you. But too 
many of us seem addicted to busyness! “If you 
want it done right, do it yourself” is a compet-
ing cultural proverb. Reflect on your use of time 
today. Are you trying to do too much? In what 
ways might you, too, follow the advice of Jethro?

As we continue to pray for the 
Facilities department, please 
include the Engineering Systems 
team in your prayer time today. 
Thank the Lord for the diligent 
service and great teamwork of 
Alfredo Rios, Paul Siebold, and 
Roger Vinlasaca.

Read: Exodus 18 Sunday, December 7

Jethro: The Wisdom of Delegation

The work is too 
heavy for you; 

you cannot handle 
it alone.

Exodus 18:18
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Astrology and palm-reading are  
actively practiced around the world. 
A Chinese couple might go to a fortu-
neteller to pick a “lucky day” for their 
wedding. Many Thai women choose to 
have C-sections scheduled on a particu-
lar day for the same reason. Americans 
consult astrology for everything from 
lottery numbers to busi-
ness deals.

Similarly, Balak had hired 
Balaam to do pagan divi-
nation. He wanted an 
oracle spoken against 
the Israelites. Balaam 
apparently occasionally  
received true oracles 
from God, or at least he knew when 
God spoke to him (Num. 22:8). Though 
the Lord’s instructions were clear, 
Balaam wasn’t happy. He wanted the 
generous fee Balak had offered him to 
curse the Israelites! God had to inter-
vene directly to stop him from doing 
so in the famous episode of the talking 
donkey (Num. 22:21–35).

After that, Balaam obeyed God and 
spoke blessings rather than curses over 

the Israelites (vv. 1–9). This enraged 
Balak, who after giving him several 
chances, was forced to conclude that, 
surprisingly, Balaam was not following 
the money. In one of the great comic ep-
isodes in Scripture, Balaam kept doing 
the opposite of what they wanted (see 
Numbers 23–24). This wasn’t because 

Balaam was willingly obe-
dient but rather because 
God blocked his intended 
curses. God loved His 
people and transformed 
Balaam’s desire to curse 
for profit into blessings 
(Deut. 23:3–5). The Spirit 
of God even extended 
the words of blessing  

beyond that time, alluding back to the 
covenant with Abraham (v. 9; Gen. 12:3) 
and forward to the throne of David and 
the Messiah (v. 17).

Unfortunately for Balaam and for  
Israel, this powerful lesson didn’t stick. 
Balaam later advised Israel’s enemies 
to ensnare God’s people in idolatry 
and immorality, and indeed they suc-
cumbed to these temptations to sin 
(Num. 25:1–9; 31:8, 16).

Balaam became a biblical emblem of false 
teaching. Peter described false teachers as 
those who follow “the way of Balaam” and 
love material gain, “the wages of wickedness” 
(2 Peter 2:15). Christ criticized the church at 
Pergamum for holding to the teaching of 
Balaam: they were tempted off the straight 
path into worldliness and sin (Rev. 2:14).

Steven Mogck, executive VP and 
chief operating officer, would 
appreciate your prayers for all 
those who work in Moody’s 
Operations branch in Chicago, 
providing support and 
infrastructure for all our 
ministries.

Read: Numbers 24 Monday, December 8

Balaam: Blessing Israel

When Balaam 
looked out, . . . the 
Spirit of God came 

on him.
Numbers 24:2
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Researchers at the University of  
British Columbia found that the color 
red enhances brain performance and 
especially attentiveness. For example, 
people in their study could do detail-
oriented tasks such as proofreading 
much better on a red computer screen 
as compared to blue or white. These 
findings can be applied 
to, for instance, advertis-
ing and interior design.

The key signal in today’s 
reading was a scarlet 
cord, and the color red 
was an effective way 
for Rahab to get the  
Israelite soldiers’ atten-
tion as Jericho’s walls 
collapsed. Who was  
Rahab? A prostitute. What did she do 
to earn mercy from the invaders? She 
betrayed her city in order to side with 
the people of God. She gave the spies 
information, hid them when her house 
was searched, and misled authorities 
about where to find them. Her choices 
had serious consequences and showed 
that she had gone “all in” to support 
God’s people. 

Her reason was simple: she had heard 
about the signs and wonders God did 
in Egypt and of His care for His peo-
ple during the Exodus. As a result, she 
believed that “the LORD your God is 
God in heaven above and on the earth 
below” (vv. 9–11). When she spoke of 
“kindness” (v. 12), the Hebrew word is 

hesed, the same term used 
for God’s covenant faith-
fulness. It incorporates 
love, loyalty, allegiance, 
and mercy, among other 
concepts.

Rahab’s actions dem-
onstrated her genuine 
faith. Because she “wel-
comed the spies” at the 
risk of her own life, she 

was commended in Hebrews 11, often 
called “Faith’s Hall of Fame.” The book 
of James cites her as well. For his ar-
gument that faith is proved by actions, 
he used two examples—Abraham and 
Rahab. Whether for a patriarch or an 
ex-prostitute, the same truth applies: 
“As the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without deeds is dead” (James 
2:14–26).

Is your faith seen in action and in the ways you 
live your life? This is key to the effectiveness of our 
Christian witness: not only words but also lives 
lived to the glory of God. The good news is that 
we don’t have to live such lives in our own 
strength (2 Peter 1:3). We are indwelt by the  
Holy Spirit and strengthened through Christ  
(1 Tim. 1:12).

Please take some time for the 
next three days to pray for the 
Education Technology Services 
team on Moody’s Chicago 
campus. Timothy Canfield, 
Benjamin Dallmann, and 
Deborah Ellis work hard to 
support Moody education.

Read: Joshua 2 Tuesday, December 9

Rahab: In Faith’s Hall of Fame

By faith the 
prostitute Rahab, 

because she 
welcomed the spies, 
was not killed with 

those who were 
disobedient.
Hebrews 11:31
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What it means to be a devoted disciple 
of Christ is summarized clearly in the 
lyrics of  the beloved song “I Have De-
cided to Follow Jesus”: “I have decided 
to follow Jesus . . . / No turning back, 
no turning back. / The world behind me, 
the cross before me  . . . / No turning 
back, no turning back. / Tho’ none go 
with me, still I will follow 
. . . / No turning back, no 
turning back.”

In today’s passage, Ruth 
epitomized this spirit of 
wholehearted commit-
ment. She chose Naomi, 
her people, and her God, 
and there would be no 
turning back. Ruth was a Moabite, 
that is, a descendant of Lot. She had 
married into a Jewish family that had 
come to Moab during a famine. While 
it wasn’t forbidden for an Israelite to 
marry a Moabite, it was problematic 
(see Deut. 23:3). Then all the men of the 
family died, and the mother, Naomi, 
and her two young daughters-in-law 
tragically became widows. Under the 
circumstances, Naomi told them they 

were not obligated to return with her 
to Bethlehem but should stay in Moab 
and marry again.

Why did Ruth refuse this offer  
(vv. 16–17)? No doubt she sympathized 
with Naomi, who was bitter about 
her suffering (v. 13). Perhaps she was 

a woman of kindness, 
loyalty, and courage. 
But there was more than 
that to her choice: Ruth 
had seen something in 
Naomi’s family that led 
her to choose God and 
His people above her 
own people, culture,  
and gods. 

Remember that this was during the  
godless days of the Judges, when 
“everyone did as they saw fit” (Judg. 
21:25). Even during such times, it’s  
encouraging to know there were Is-
raelites who still followed the Lord. It 
is no accident that Ruth, her eventual 
second husband Boaz, and his ancestor 
Rahab (see yesterday) became part of 
the genealogy of Christ (see Matt. 1:5). 

In the narratives of Rahab and Ruth, the magni-
tude of God’s grace is clearly on display. They 
became part of the spiritual heritage of David 
and of Jesus. What about your own spiritual 
heritage? Did some on your family tree show you 
the way of pilgrimage? Or did God save you 
despite an unbelieving family? This issue is worth 
some reflection and prayer today.

As we continue our prayers for 
Education Technology Services, 
you can encourage Timothy 
Gauger, Josue Reyes, Robert 
Rutherford, Michael Schulte, and 
Frederick Schultz today. Due to 
their service, Moody classrooms 
are well equipped and efficient.

Read: Ruth 1:1–18 Wednesday, December 10

Ruth: The Power of a Right Choice

Your people will 
be my people and 
your God my God.

Ruth 1:16
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When three soccer players from the 
national team of the Central American 
nation of Belize were offered bribes  
to lose a 2013 Gold Cup game by a  
certain number of goals, they didn’t 
hesitate about what to do: they refused. 
“Our entire country is behind us,” said 
one. “We can’t just sell out our country 
for a little bit of money.” 
Their integrity won the 
respect of every team at 
the tournament.

Uriah the Hittite was a 
biblical model of integ-
rity. He tends to be the 
forgotten man in this  
story. We focus instead 
on the adultery, pride, God’s punish-
ment, and the dynamics of temptation 
and repentance. Uriah’s role in the  
narrative might seem minor compared 
to David and Bathsheba, but it provides 
a vital contrast. 

Uriah was a soldier, and so presum-
ably a man of action to whom duty 
and loyalty mattered greatly. He was 
very good at his job, since he was part 

of the royal guard and one of David’s 
“mighty men” (2 Sam. 23:39). He was a 
Hittite and likely a mercenary hired by 
David. In those days, kings often hired 
foreign mercenaries to serve as their 
bodyguards, since such men were less 
likely to be swayed by internal politi-
cal motives to betray their employer. 

In addition, Uriah was 
the victim—the wronged 
husband—in the sordid 
scenario played out in  
today’s chapter.

David worked hard to 
trick Uriah into having 
sex with his wife. In that 
case, it would appear 

Uriah was the father and David thought 
he would be off the hook. To Uriah, 
however, integrity required that he not 
enjoy the comforts of home while his 
comrades remained on the battlefield 
(v. 11). Frustrated and angry, David in-
structed his general, Joab, to use the 
circumstances of war to assassinate 
this blameless man. Truly Uriah had 
lived out his name, which means “the 
Lord is my light.”

God never promised that integrity would lead 
to worldly success. Sometimes integrity 
requires that we take a stand, regardless of 
negative outcomes. Uriah knew this. His words 
to David were a subtle rebuke—if the Ark and 
the army were in the field, then the king should 
be there as well (v. 11). He paid with his life, but 
God was pleased with him (1 Chron. 29:17).

In conclusion of our prayer time 
for Education Technology 
Services, we ask that you pray 
for Gregory Skorik, Andrew 
Thisse, Jason Floyd, and Michael 
Janchenko. Their diligent work is 
a testimony to the faculty and 
students they serve.

Read: 2 Samuel 11 Thursday, December 11

Uriah the Hittite: A Model of Integrity

 I know, my God, 
that you test the 
heart and are 
pleased with 

integrity.
1 Chronicles 29:17



Apply the Word Pray with Us

Today in the Word • 17

Have archaeologists discovered the 
palace of King David? Not everyone 
agrees, but researchers Yossi Gar-
finkel and Saar Ganor believe that 
they have excavated it at the modern 
city of Khirbet Qeiyafa, southwest of  
Jerusalem, traditionally considered the 
site of the battle between David and  
Goliath. “The palace that 
is now being revealed and 
the fortified city that was  
uncovered in recent 
years are another tier in 
understanding the begin-
ning of the Kingdom of 
Judah,” they said.

The historical account of 
King David has been debated among 
scholars. Some say he was more of a 
tribal chieftain; others say he may not 
have existed at all, or if he did, he was 
more of a legend than an actual person. 
Archaeological support can be help-
ful and intriguing, but on the authority 
of Scripture both Jews and Christians 
regard David as Israel’s greatest king 
and warrior. Today’s reading lists his 
“mighty men” and retells highlights from 
their exploits (cf. 1 Chron. 11:10–47).

The elite warriors named and described 
here were the best of the best, like 
modern Green Berets or Navy Seals. 
Though many were from Judah, David’s 
tribe, others were foreign mercenaries, 
as explained yesterday about Uriah the 
Hittite. Many had been with him since 
his early days running from King Saul, 

so their relationships and 
trust were built on a solid 
foundation of sharing 
and enduring hardships 
together.

The episode in our read-
ing today is an example 
of these men’s courage 
as well as the relation-

ship they had with their king (vv. 13–17). 
By breaking through enemy lines, the 
“Three” showed their bravery and 
loyalty. By pouring out the water as 
a drink offering to the Lord, David  
in turn honored both his soldiers and 
God. Their achievements were evi-
dence that God, who is also described 
as a mighty warrior, was with David 
(see Zeph. 3:17).

Be encouraged: Our all-powerful and all-loving 
God is with us, too! “The LORD your God is God 
of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty 
and awesome” (Deut. 10:17). “My salvation and 
my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, 
my refuge” (Ps. 62:7). Therefore, “be strong in the 
Lord and in his mighty power” (Eph. 6:10).

Today, we invite you to pray for 
the Moody students—
undergrads, seminary, and 
distance learning—across our 
three campuses who start their 
study and reading days in 
preparation for the final exams 
next week. They welcome your 
prayer support!

Read: 2 Samuel 23:8–23 Friday, December 12

David’s Mighty Men: Courage and Honor

Is it not the blood 
of men who went 

at the risk of 
their lives?

2 Samuel 23:17
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Christian musicians and worship lead-
ers Keith and Kristyn Getty explain 
their songwriting this way: “We have 
the privilege of . . . unearthing the riches 
of what Scripture gives us to explore 
when it comes to worship. In addition to 
songs of praise and adoration, the church 
needs music that requires personal in-
trospection, community 
building, action, and fresh 
reminders of the glorious 
truths of the gospel.”

Throughout his long rela-
tionship with David and 
Solomon, King Hiram 
of Tyre proved himself 
a friend of worship of 
the one true God. Tyre 
(or Phoenicia) was a 
Mediterranean port north of Israel. 
This small nation depended heavily on  
Israel for food staples, as well as for 
access to inland trade routes. Politically 
and economically, then, it was vital to  
maintain a good relationship. This was 
certainly part of the story (vv. 10–11).

But there may have been more to it 
than just geography, trade-based 

pragmatism, and respect for a local 
superpower. After all, when David 
had finally become king of all Israel, 
Hiram had been the first foreign ruler 
to recognize him (2 Sam. 5:11). When 
David’s son Solomon succeeded him as 
king, again Hiram was the first to reach 
out to him at what might have been a 

politically risky time. Per-
haps the witness of David  
(vv. 3–5) had led Hiram 
to believe in the one 
true God at some point.  
His response to Solo-
mon’s letter could be 
interpreted along these 
lines. 

Praising the Lord and  
acknowledging Him as 

Creator and as the source of Solomon’s 
wisdom seems to go beyond politically 
expedient lip service, and in any case 
these were expressions of great truth 
(v. 7; 2 Chron. 2:11–12). Even if we don’t 
know for sure about Hiram’s personal 
faith, we do know he and his nation 
were used by God to help Solomon 
build the temple. 

The fact that Solomon chose to construct the 
temple ahead of his own palace revealed the 
young king’s priorities. Solomon was more 
concerned with godly worship than with estab-
lishing his own power and position. This is an 
excellent reminder for us today. How can we 
follow this wise, concrete example of putting 
God’s priorities first in our lives?

With the increasing reliance on 
computer technology in all areas 
of ministry today, it’s important 
that you pray for Moody’s IT 
department headed by vice 
president Frank Leber. We are 
thankful for their service 
to Moody’s ministry across 
the globe. 

Read: 1 Kings 5 Saturday, December 13

King Hiram of Tyre: A Friend of True Worship

Praise be to the 
LORD today, for he 
has given David a 

wise son to 
rule over this 
great nation.

1 Kings 5:7
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Archaeologists in Israel recently exca-
vated a 3,000-year-old defensive wall 
built during the days of King Solomon. 
Part of a complex that includes a gate-
house and a guard tower, the wall is 
about 230 feet long and twenty feet 
tall. Eilat Mazar of the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, who led the dig, said 
the find might validate a 
biblical reference from  
1 Kings (see 11:27).

Once again, archaeol-
ogy provides helpful 
and intriguing support 
for a biblical account, 
in this case, of Solomon.  
Solomon was famous 
for his divine gift of wisdom—and the 
Queen of Sheba was his most famous 
challenger! Sheba was a country in 
southwest Arabia (modern-day Yemen) 
that specialized in sea trade and ex-
porting luxury goods.

What motivated the queen? Since 
Solomon had also launched a trading 
fleet, she may have wanted to check  

out the competition. If she was trying 
to impress him with her gifts, his return 
gift trumped that move (v. 12). She was 
also curious. Solomon’s reputation for 
wisdom had spread (vv. 5–6), and she 
intended to test him with difficult ques-
tions (v. 1). 

Most of all, the Queen 
of Sheba seems to have 
been a seeker after truth. 
Her parting evaluation is 
open and honest. She had 
been “overwhelmed,” 
and the connotation 
here is the experience 
of meeting with Solomon 
took her breath away  

(v. 4). But behind Solomon, impressive 
as he was (v. 7), she had discerned the 
hand of God: “Because of the love of 
your God for Israel and his desire to 
uphold them forever, he has made you 
king over them, to maintain justice and 
righteousness” (v. 8). In the end, like 
King Hiram of Tyre, the Queen of She-
ba credited the Lord for Israel’s bless-
ings and Solomon’s wisdom. 

Does our thirst for wisdom and discernment 
match the Queen of Sheba’s? Our age is 
preoccupied with personal, material comfort, 
so if we’re to follow her example, we’ll be 
swimming against the current. Just as the 
Queen of Sheba stood as a rebuke or exhor-
tation to the Jews of Jesus’ day (Luke 11:31), she 
can stand as a rebuke or exhortation to us.

Network and Systems Support 
staff is part of Moody’s IT 
team in Chicago. Mention while 
you pray Joseph Kessinger and 
Paul Walker, thanking God for 
their contribution to Moody’s 
mission and vision with their 
computer expertise. 

Read: 2 Chronicles 9:1–12 Sunday, December 14

Queen of Sheba: Seeker of Wisdom

Nothing was too 
hard for him to 
explain to her.

2 Chronicles 9:2
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My adult children have 
stopped attending 
church. We have invited 
them to attend with us, 

and we have sent them biblical 
reasons why they should be in 
church. They still do not want to 
go to church, even though they 
say that they believe in God. 
What can we do? They say that 
they can watch television preach-
ers in their homes. They prefer 
the idea of solo worship. 

Many times people were 
burned by church experi-
ences with infighting within a 
congregation or because of 

leadership that tended to be authoritarian. 
Neither of these excuses is really valid, 
however, because ultimately worship is 
not about them: it’s about God. Saying 
you can worship God at home is true, of 
course. We can worship God anywhere, 
and some people do find themselves in a 
situation due to ill health or some other 
incapacity in which most of their worship 
happens at home. But the book of Hebrews 
says that we are not to give up “meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another” (10:25).

God has always desired corporate 
worship. In the Old Testament, God’s 
people were called to worship Him to-
gether. Worship includes praying for 
each other, encouraging each other, 
and using the talents and gifts God has 
given us to help each other grow to be 
the men and women He wants us to be. 

Preaching and church services on televi-
sion can be a great blessing. But they can’t 
provide the accountability we need from 
others with whom we serve and worship. 
To rely only on television preachers is to 
reject the companionship and fellowship 
that only corporate worship can bring. 

Our adult children may not come to 
church regularly. We cannot force or 
cajole them. But we can invite them to 
special programs and activities at the 
church, and we can also look for  mean-
ingful ways to encourage them by our 
bringing their children, (our grandchil-
dren by the way) to children’s activities. 

We live in a culture 
where there is a sense 
of individual indepen-
dence. We want to call 

the shots and be the people who 
are free to be what we want to 
be. My question is, as Christians 
who come into the church, does 
that mean we have no rights? 

Our fiercely protective in-
terpretation of personal 
rights can cause conflict not 
only in our culture but also 

within the church. But Christians are to 
make sure that we are not treading on 
the rights of fellow believers. We are to 
consider others first: “In humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others” (Phil. 2:3–4). Our 
example of this is Jesus Himself, who laid 
aside His rights as Lord of the universe in 
order to accomplish salvation for us. 

Continued on next page

Question and Answer
By Mike Kellogg, Moody Radio Host
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The apostle Paul encountered this issue 
throughout his ministry. In some places he 
did not press for his right to be compen-
sated for his work of ministry because 
it would create problems in the church, 
and instead he financially supported him-
self. He also addresses this in several 
of his letters to churches, for example, 
in Romans 14. Our rights are important, 
but not as important as the people with 
whom we serve. 

What was the color of 
Jesus skin? 

Scripture doesn’t give us a 
physical description of Jesus. 
Since He was a Jew born in 
Israel, we can assume His 

appearance would have been typical of 
people in that region, and He likely had a 
dark complexion. Isaiah 53, often under-
stood as a messianic passage that points 
to Jesus, says that the Suffering Servant 
did not have anything special about his 
appearance that would draw us to Him. 
He almost certainly did not look like the 
European paintings that depicted Him 
with blue eyes and flowing blond hair. 

In John 5:29, Jesus 
says that the graves 
will open and “those 
who have done what is 

good will rise to live, and those 
who have done what is evil will 
rise to be condemned.” Is He de-
scribing salvation by works? 

No—we have to examine 
this statement in its context. 
The Gospel of John has al-
ready said that those who 

have believed in Jesus have been given 
the right to become children of God 
(see John 1). And in John 3 Jesus says 
that God loved the world so much that 
He sent His Son, and anyone who be-
lieves in Him will be saved. The good 
works referred to in John 5 are things 
that believers have done as a result of 
their belief in Jesus. These good works 
are the evidence of salvation, not the 
means of salvation. Salvation comes 
as a result of the grace of God in our 
lives, and true faith is demonstrated in 
the things we then do in obedience and 
love and service for Christ. 

Does being a Christian 
mean I have to give to 
every begging person I 
meet?

I don’t think that there is  
a blanket “yes” or “no”  
answer that covers every 
situation. God does not  

encourage laziness, as the book of Prov-
erbs reminds us. But some people have 
found themselves in dire situations, and 
they are struggling and need our help. 
As Christians, we must be prayerful 
and attentive to the voice of the Spirit 
in these moments. In the Old Testament 
as well as the New we are commanded 
to care for the poor. That’s a responsi-
bility for every one of us. Sharing with 
those who will never be able to repay is 
a sign of true Christian love. 

Continued from previous page

Our rights are important, but not as important as the people with whom 
we serve.  

What was the color of 
Jesus’ skin? 
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World hunger is a significant problem 
today. One in seven people worldwide, 
about 925 million people, do not get 
enough food daily to be healthy. Most 
of these, some 578 million people, live 
in Asia and the Pacific region, with  
Africa accounting for another quarter 
of the total. On a United Nations list of 
the world’s top ten health 
risks, hunger ranks num-
ber one, especially for 
children under the age  
of five.

Hunger is a problem 
physically; worshiping 
other gods is a serious 
matter spiritually. Be-
cause Israel had followed false idols, 
God sent drought and famine (v. 1). This 
was a direct message to those, includ-
ing King Ahab, who bowed to Baal, a 
god supposedly in charge of rain. Yet 
in the midst of scarcity God miraculous-
ly provided for his prophet Elijah (vv. 
2–6). In fact, he ate like a king, with 
meat served twice per day!

When the brook dried up, God used 
a widow in Zarephath to continue the 
miraculous provision (vv. 7–16). As a 
widow, she would have been at a low 
level of poverty, among those most vul-
nerable to drought and famine. Indeed, 
when Elijah encountered her, she was 
preparing to cook one last meal for 

herself and her son. The 
town of Zarephath was 
in Phoenicia, ruled at the 
time by Queen Jezebel’s 
father and deeply in-
volved in the worship of 
Baal. In other words, God 
provided for Elijah, the 
widow, and her son in the 
heart of enemy territory!

God had instructed or ordained that  
the widow would house and feed Elijah 
(v. 9). Unlike King Ahab of Israel, this 
Phoenician woman obeyed the prophet 
completely, including feeding him be-
fore herself and her son. Later, God 
further honored her faith by raising her 
son from the dead (vv. 17–24). 

God’s provision is spiritual as well as physical, 
as Jesus taught. If you have time, read through 
John 6, in which He fed the five thousand and 
revealed Himself as the Bread of Life. No 
wonder Jesus used the widow of Zarephath to 
condemn spiritual dullness (Luke 4:23–30)—if 
she could respond in faith and obedience, why 
not them—and why not us? 

Please keep in your prayers 
Dr. Junias Venugopal, provost 
and dean of Education. Ask the 
Lord to guide him in all the 
executive decisions in the 
coming year and to encourage 
him in all day-to-day respon-
sibilities in the workplace.

Read: 1 Kings 17 Monday, December 15

Widow of Zarephath: Faith in God’s Provision

The jar of flour will 
not be used up and 

the jug of oil will 
not run dry.
1 Kings 17:14



Apply the Word Pray with Us

Today in the Word • 23

The bombing of the tomb of Jonah 
made international headlines recently. 
Acknowledged as a prophet within 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Jonah 
is traditionally thought to be buried in 
Mosul, Iraq, not far from Nineveh. The 
spot was marked by a shrine and a 
mosque, but in July it was destroyed by 
a Muslim extremist group 
that sees all religious 
shrines as idolatrous.

In a sense, the people 
of Nineveh are the ac-
tual (human) protagonists 
of the book of Jonah. In  
response to the prophet’s 
message of judgment (v. 
4), they immediately repented (vv. 5–8). 
No confusion, no bargaining—just fast-
ing, sackcloth, ashes, and confessing 
their sins to the Lord. Despite Jonah’s 
hemming and hawing and halfhearted 
evangelism, the people were clearly 
ready. Humbly and urgently, the Assyr-
ians sought God’s mercy and compas-
sion (vv. 9–10; cf. Jer. 18:7–8).

The Ninevites compared favorably to 
Jonah, who preferred to see the city 
destroyed (4:1–5). Humanly speak-
ing, his attitude was understandable. 
Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, a 
superpower to the north of Israel. The 
city had a population of 120,000, with 
an overall “greater Nineveh” circum-

ference of 60 miles. At 
the time, Assyria was 
preoccupied with do-
mestic problems and was 
thus less of a threat—and  
Jonah was happy to 
leave them alone! Why 
would God want him to 
help out Israel’s enemies?

But God used the Ninevites to teach  
Jonah a lesson. He was hardhearted 
and stubborn and selfish, instead of 
humble, repentant, and obedient (4:10–
11). Just as the Ninevites repented at 
his preaching (Luke 11:29–32), so also 
Jonah needed to be spurred to repen-
tance by their soft hearts and God’s 
great mercy.

One of Christ’s most shocking commands is “Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you” (Luke 6:27–28). Do we take this 
seriously, or are we more like Jonah? This 
Christmas, let’s try to be more like Jesus, who 
chose to be born into the midst of His enemies 
in order to bring them salvation (Rom. 5:10).

Today and tomorrow, please 
uphold in prayer our Pastoral 
Studies undergraduate faculty. 
As they conduct final exams 
this week, we thank God for 
Kirk Baker, Michael Boyle, and 
John Koessler who serve God 
and train the new generation 
of Christian leaders.

Read: Jonah 3 Tuesday, December 16

Ninevites: Taught Jonah True Repentance

 God may yet 
relent and with 

compassion turn 
from his fierce 

anger.
Jonah 3:9
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Big goals and ambitious dreams can 
be exhilarating and inspiring. It’s easy 
to get passionate about “changing the 
world” or “reaching this generation for 
Christ.” But what about faithfulness in 
small things and everyday responsibili-
ties? Can we get excited about those?

The story of Naaman 
teaches us that simple 
obedience is important 
to God. Naaman was the 
military commander of 
the Syrian army. Though 
acknowledged as a val-
iant warrior, he won his 
victories because God 
had empowered him (v. 
1). Tragically, he had leprosy (Hansen’s 
disease) or another skin disease. At 
that time, there was no cure.

Naaman took two important steps of 
faith in today’s reading. First, he lis-
tened to a Jewish slave girl, believed 
her, and did as she advised. This young 
girl, who had been captured in a bor-
der skirmish, generously and boldly 
told her mistress, Naaman’s wife, about 
the power of God to heal through His 

prophet (vv. 2–3). Though Naaman’s  
attempt to go through normal diplo-
matic channels led to a rather comic  
misunderstanding, he acted in good 
faith and God honored that (v. 8).

Second, Naaman listened to his ser-
vants, accepted their correction, and 

went to dip himself in 
the Jordan River (vv. 
13–14). Perhaps flustered 
by what had transpired 
with the king of Israel,  
Naaman felt offended 
and angered by Elisha’s 
unexpected instructions 
(vv. 9–12). But when his 
servants argued, in es-

sence, “What have you got to lose?” 
he set aside his pride, did as Elisha 
said, and was healed. Naaman then 
gave glory to God and indicated that 
he would worship the Lord from now 
on. Taking soil from Israel on which to 
build an altar signified that he intended 
to worship Israel’s God, despite the 
fact that as part of his official duties 
he might be obligated to attend other 
religious ceremonies back home (vv. 
15–19).

Has God called you to a “small thing” that you’re 
resisting? Perhaps it’s being a faithful employee at 
work, or being a tender parent, or being a faithful 
prayer warrior. Whatever God has given you to 
do, resolve to do it in obedience to God. Who 
knows what miracles God may work through 
your obedience in the small things?

Keeping in prayer our Pastoral 
Studies professors in Chicago—
Winfred Neely, Pamela MacRae, 
Laurie Norris, and William 
Torgesen—we ask for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance as they lead 
their students on the road to 
spiritual maturity.

Read: 2 Kings 5:1–19 Wednesday, December 17

Naaman: Simple Obedience

If the prophet had 
told you to do 

some great thing, 
would you not have 

done it?
2 Kings 5:13
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The Moody Bible Commentary de-
scribes Babylon as “the most glorious 
city of the ancient world . . . Nebuchad-
nezzar was a great builder and ex-
panded the city . . . He also beautified 
it with magnificent buildings, temples, and  
palaces . . . On the northwest corner of 
the king’s primary palace sat one of the 
Seven Wonders of the 
World, the famed Hang-
ing Gardens of Babylon 
. . . Perhaps it was on 
the roof of the Hanging 
Gardens with a view of 
his glorious city that Ne-
buchadnezzar became 
filled with pride.”

God had warned Nebuchadnezzar in a 
dream that his pride would be humbled. 
He even specifically warned him that 
he would have the “mind of an animal”  
(v. 16). Through God’s judgment, the 
prideful king, pictured as an enormous 
tree, would be chopped down and 
learn the hard way about God’s great-
ness (vv. 17, 25). Daniel interpreted the 
dream and advised Nebuchadnezzar 
to “renounce your sins” and seek God’s 

mercy (v. 27). The king may have re-
sponded in the short term, but a year 
later he arrogantly asserted his own 
glory and brought judgment upon him-
self (vv. 29–32). For seven years, he 
suffered mental illness, apparently “bo-
anthropy,” before he learned his lesson 
and was restored to the throne.

Today’s reading is a 
letter from Nebuchad-
nezzar narrating these 
events, and he intended 
it to be read throughout 
his empire. It’s essentially 
a public confession, no 
doubt influenced by Dan-
iel. Praise for God opens 

and closes the letter, emphasizing His 
impressive attributes of eternality, sov-
ereignty, and omnipotence (vv. 2–3, 
34–35). The Old Testament repeatedly 
emphasizes God’s sovereignty over all 
nations, as we’ve seen throughout our 
study this month. As Nebuchadnezzar’s 
case shows, not even the ruler of an 
empire can oppose the King of kings 
(vv. 37–38)!

The Moody Bible Commentary is a recently 
published resource that will prove helpful to 
you in your personal Bible study. With input 
from thirty professors from Moody Bible 
Institute, this commentary offers background 
and exegesis from Genesis to Revelation. 
Learn more and download Romans for free at 
http://moodybiblecommentary.com.

Joe Gozales, Nok Prukpitikul, 
and Cherie Carson in Student 
Programs minister to our students 
with various on- and off-campus 
events. Would you pray for 
creativity for the team, as well 
as good teamwork for the staff 
and the students?  

Read: Daniel 4 Thursday, December 18

Nebuchadnezzar: Power and Pride Humbled

 I praised the Most 
High; I honored 

and glorified him 
who lives forever.

Daniel 4:34
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“The LORD Most High is awesome,  
the great King over all the earth,” Scrip-
ture proclaims (Ps. 47:2; cf. Isa. 37:16). 
He is “the blessed and only Ruler, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who 
alone is immortal and who lives in un-
approachable light” (1 Tim. 6:15–16; cf. 
Rev. 17:14). When Christ returns, every 
knee will bow “and every 
tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” 
(Phil. 2:11).

Cyrus ruled an empire, 
but God is the true King 
of all nations. As we 
saw yesterday, He inter-
vened directly to teach an emperor a 
lesson about pride. In today’s reading, 
He used diplomatic channels to shape 
government policy. In 539 B.C., Cyrus 
conquered Babylon and inaugurated 
the Persian Empire. About a year later, 
he decreed that the Jewish exiles were 
free to return home, fulfilling Jeremi-
ah’s prophecy that the exile would last 
seventy years (v. 1; Jer. 25:11–12). The 
first wave of returnees arrived over 

the next few years, as recounted in  
the first six chapters of Ezra. By  
516 B.C., they had rebuilt the temple at 
Jerusalem.

Cyrus was reversing Babylonian policy 
and practice. There would be no more 
forced migrations and resettlement 

of conquered peoples. 
Someone had also re-
searched the history: 
Cyrus’s decree specifi-
cally gave the Jews  
permission to rebuild 
the temple and to req-
uisition supplies from  
local authorities. He  
even returned items the 

Babylonians had looted (vv. 7–11).

Cyrus acknowledged the God of Israel 
when he did this (vv. 2–4). On a human 
level, this reflected the Persians’ new 
policy of religious tolerance. But ulti-
mately it was God who had ordained 
what would happen and who moved 
the heart of Cyrus to decree and do 
what he did (v. 5).

One way to rejoice today in God’s Kingship is 
by singing (or learning) a classic chorus, “King 
of the Nations,” by Graham Kendrick.  Lyrics, 
music, and chord charts are easily available 
via the Internet. One verse proclaims: “Come, 
Lord, and fill your temple / Glorify your dwelling 
place / ‘Til nations see your splendor / And seek 
your face.”

Dr. Larry Davidhizar, 
vice president and dean of 
Undergraduate School, 
appreciates your prayers for the 
faculty and students at Moody. 
May God’s name be glorified in 
everything they teach and learn!

Read: Ezra 1 Friday, December 19

Cyrus: The Decree of the King

The LORD moved 
the heart of Cyrus 

king of Persia.
Ezra 1:1
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The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
was named a “World Heritage site” by 
the United Nations in 2012. The church 
marks the location traditionally recog-
nized as birthplace of Jesus. Despite 
being located in current Palestinian 
territory and used as a political tool 
by both Israelis and Palestinians, the 
ancient church welcomes 
about two million tourists 
per year.

Two thousand years 
ago, a home in Bethle-
hem welcomed a group 
of visitors, “Magi from 
the east” (v. 1). The term 
“Magi” is both academic 
and religious. They were scholars and 
scientists as well as astrologers, famil-
iar with many kinds of knowledge and 
tradition. They were part of an elite, 
ancient order linked with politics and 
religion. They came from the east, so 
possibilities include Persia, southern 
Arabia, and the region of Mesopota-
mia. As far as we know, they were the 
only Gentiles who played a positive 
role in the Christmas story.

They might have learned about the 
prophecies of a Messiah from Jewish 
exiles who had lived in Persia and been 
scattered into other regions. Perhaps 
they had also read or heard of Daniel, 
who centuries before had been a high 
official in the Babylonian and Persian 
Empires. Since they followed a “star,” 

they may even have 
known of Balaam’s an-
cient oracle (Num. 24:17). 
Or perhaps they knew 
through alternate, non-
Jewish traditions, such 
as those represented by 
Melchizedek and Job. In 
any case, they knew that 
a “king of the Jews” had 

been born, and that he deserved re-
spect and worship (vv. 2, 11).

The Magi contrast with Herod. The 
Magi journeyed on a pilgrimage with 
spiritually open hearts, while Herod re-
sponded to the same information with 
deceit and mass murder. God honored 
the Magi’s faith by keeping them safe, 
warning in a dream to return home by 
another route, and they obeyed (v. 12).

The Magi responded to the information they 
had about the birth of Jesus by leaving their 
country to travel a great distance, bringing 
valuable gifts in worship. We have even more 
information about Jesus—how do we respond? 
Does this knowledge spur us to worship? To 
generosity? To sacrifice comfort and compla-
cency to pursue knowing Him more? 

Please join us in praying for 
Christine Gorz, vice president 
of Marketing Communications, 
as she leads several teams on 
our Chicago campus and 
ensures the consistency and 
clarity of Moody’s 
communication strategy—
in print and online.

Read: Matthew 2:1–12 Saturday, December 20

Magi: Sought a Ruler and a Shepherd

 We saw his star 
when it rose and 

have come to 
worship him.

Matthew 2:2
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A. W. Tozer wrote: “True faith rests 
upon the character of God and asks 
no further proof than the moral per-
fections of the One who cannot lie. It 
is enough that God said it, and if the 
statement should contradict every one 
of the five senses and all the conclu-
sions of logic as well, still the believer 
continues to believe. ‘Let 
God be true, but every 
man a liar,’ is the lan-
guage of true faith.”

The Roman centurion in 
today’s story exhibited 
this kind of absolute trust. 
A centurion was a mili-
tary officer in charge of 
one hundred soldiers. 
He had gained a certain  
respect and standing in the Jewish com-
munity, so much so that the parallel 
account says that Jewish leaders inter-
ceded on his behalf (Luke 7:1–10). 

The centurion’s attitude toward Jesus 
combined humility and faith. When he 
said, “I do not deserve to have you 
come under my roof” (v. 8), he was  

expressing more than sensitivity to 
Jewish purity laws that declared a Jew 
who entered a Gentile house to be 
ceremonially unclean. His words com-
municated high respect and a sense of 
his own unworthiness before Christ. He 
also demonstrated great faith in Jesus’ 
power and authority to heal by using 

an analogy from his mili-
tary experience (v. 9). 
“Just say the word”—and 
I know it will be done, he 
was saying. His trust was 
well placed, because that 
is exactly what happened 
(v. 13).

Jesus was “amazed”  
(v. 10), the only time the 
Gospels describe Him as 

feeling that emotion for positive rea-
sons. Jesus said He had not met a Jew 
with such great faith, an observation 
that may have irritated some of His lis-
teners. Jesus didn’t stop there, either. 
He took the opportunity to proclaim 
faith, not Jewish identity, as the most 
important condition for entering the 
kingdom of God (vv. 11–12).

Will you be at the feast (v. 11; see Isa. 25:6; Rev. 
19:7)? You’ve been invited. To accept the invitation 
and God’s gift of salvation, all you need to do is 
believe in Jesus (John 1:12; Acts 16:30–31). We 
encourage you to respond like centurion—with 
faith in Jesus. Doing so will change your life for 
eternity, and make this the most memorable 
Christmas ever!

During your prayer time today, 
would you thank God for the 
staff of Moody Radio 
Northwest broadcasting from 
Spokane, WA? Gordon 
Canaday, Jodi Murphy, and 
Christopher Wright work hard 
to bring the saving truth of 
God’s Word to their listeners.

Read: Matthew 8:5–13 Sunday, December 21

Roman Centurion: Amazing Faith

 Truly I tell you, 
I have not found 
anyone in Israel 

with such 
great faith.
Matthew 8:10



Apply the Word Pray with Us

Today in the Word • 29

The classic hymn “Living By Faith”  
proclaims: “I know that He safely will car-
ry me thro’, / No matter what evils betide. 
/ Why should I then care, tho’ the tem-
pest may blow, / If Jesus walks close to 
my side? / Living by faith in Jesus above; 
/ Trusting, confiding in His great love; / 
From all harm safe in His sheltering arm, / 
I’m living by faith and feel  
no alarm.”

In just this way, the  
Syrophoenician woman in 
today’s passage acted on 
her faith in Jesus. He had 
withdrawn from the crowds 
into a Gentile region (near 
Tyre, in Phoenicia) in or-
der to teach His disciples privately. He 
must have already known people there, 
for He visited a specific home. As soon 
as word got out that He had arrived, the 
woman showed up to plead for heal-
ing for her demon-possessed daughter  
(v. 26). She believed that Jesus had spiritual 
authority over demons and that He could 
grant her prayer (Matt. 15:28).

In their dialogue (vv. 27–29), the  
Syrophoenician woman addressed  
Jesus as “Lord,” the only time this  
happens in Mark, and “Son of David,” a 
messianic title (see Matt. 15:21). Jesus re-
sponded with an image indicating that 
the good news of the kingdom was for 
the Jews first. They were “children” while 

Gentiles were “dogs.” Was 
this a test of her faith? In 
part, yes, but it was also an 
encouragement to persist 
with her petition. The word 
Jesus used for “dogs” wasn’t 
the insulting term (“wild 
dogs”) but a more friendly 
one (“pet dogs”).

The Syrophoenician woman picked 
up on Jesus’ tone and responded  
wittily. She didn’t challenge the  
content of what He had said but rath-
er put forward her request again, in  
another way, playfully using His  
image. He honored her faith and healed  
her daughter!

The Syrophoenician woman was praying 
earnestly for her child’s deliverance. If we are 
parents or grandparents, we can imitate her 
faith-filled example by passionately and 
persistently praying for our own children—for 
them to trust in Jesus, return to Him, or grow in 
Him. We know that He loves little ones and 
delights to answer such prayers (Luke 18:16).

Greg Thornton, senior vice 
president of Media, welcomes 
your prayers for the media 
ministry at Moody—Moody 
Radio and Moody Publishers—
as well as his own leadership 
responsibilities and challenges 
in this crucial area.

Read: Mark 7:24–30 Monday, December 22

Syrophoenician Woman: Recognized the Lord

 Woman, you have 
great faith!
Matthew 15:28
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Jacob’s well, site of the encounter in  
today’s reading (v. 6), is still around 
in the present day. Now nearly four 
thousand years old, it is located  
inside a modern Greek Orthodox 
church at Nablus, near the biblical 
site of Shechem. Orthodox tradition 
remembers the Samaritan woman as 
Photina (or Svetlana), 
and it is believed she was 
martyred under Nero by 
being skinned alive and 
thrown down a well.

Today’s passage records 
the Samaritan woman’s 
first meeting with her 
Savior. As in yesterday’s 
devotion, Jesus had gone to a Gentile 
area in order to escape the crowds. 
Samaritans were a mixed-race people. 
Many religious, ethnic, and cultural  
tensions—some of which emerge in the 
conversation—characterized their re-
lationship with Jews. The woman was 
quite proud of her religious heritage, 
seen in her references to Jacob’s well 
and Mount Gerizim (v. 20).

The Samaritan woman was rather 
shocked that Jesus spoke to her at 
all. A good Jew wouldn’t speak to a  
Samaritan; even more, a Jewish rab-
bi wouldn’t dream of addressing a  
Samaritan woman. But she was also 
curious about His claim to have “liv-
ing water” (v. 10). When He explained, 

her response revealed a 
strong desire for eternal 
life, even with her limited 
understanding of what 
it entailed (vv. 13–15). 
When He next shifted 
the focus onto her, she 
was alarmed by what 
He knew, so she asked 
a seemingly unrelated 

question in an attempt to distract or 
perhaps even offend Him.

Though “salvation is from the Jews,” 
Jesus told the woman at the well that a 
new day was coming (vv. 21–24). When 
He explicitly identified Himself as the 
Messiah, she responded in faith and 
went to tell the people in her village.

If you’re looking for fresh resources for 
studying the life of Christ, look into the Biblical 
Imagination series by Michael Card, available 
online at his website. He has written a book 
and recorded an album of music for each of 
the four Gospels. This could be a wonderful 
resource for your spiritual renewal and 
refreshment in the new year.

Please include in our prayers 
Moody Publishers Editorial 
department, Elizabeth 
Newenhuyse, Carolyn 
McDaniel, Pamela Pugh, and 
James Vincent. We are thankful 
for their skills with words to 
proclaim the Word.

Read: John 4:1–26 Tuesday, December 23

Woman at the Well: Encountering the Water of Life

Whoever drinks 
the water I give 

them will 
never thirst.

John 4:14
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Philip Ryken wrote in The Heart of the 
Cross: “[The cross of Christ] seems 
weak to those who look for strength. It 
appears foolish to those who look for 
wisdom. But this is only when the cross 
is viewed in human terms. From God’s 
perspective, the cross is neither impo-
tent nor ignorant. It is full of power and 
wisdom. . . . The power 
of the cross is the power 
of love. When Jesus was 
crucified, he showed the 
full extent of God’s love.”

The cross, to the  
Roman centurion in  
today’s passage, was 
simply a gruesome tool to 
get the job done. By the end of the day, 
however, his perspective had been 
radically transformed. We are given no 
indication that before this day he had 
been in any way interested in the Jewish 
faith (in contrast with the centurion we  
studied on December 21). 

The centurion’s testimony in today’s 
verse was inspired by his eyewitness 

experience of the crucifixion. If he was 
in charge of the soldiers who mocked 
Jesus, his involvement started at 
verse 16. He and his squad escorted to  
Golgotha the three criminals scheduled 
to be executed. They nailed Jesus to 
the cross and attached a sign reading 
“King of the Jews.” As was their cus-

tom, they gambled for 
His clothing. They would 
also have seen and heard 
the religious leaders 
and assorted passersby  
insulting Jesus, as well 
as His dialogues with the 
other condemned men 
(see Luke 23:39–43).

The Roman centurion was on duty dur-
ing the three hours of darkness. He 
heard Jesus’ last words (v. 34). Though 
a veteran of such affairs, he had never 
seen anything like this! Stunned by all 
he had witnessed and how Jesus had 
died, the centurion proclaimed that Je-
sus was the Son of God and a righteous 
or innocent man (v. 39; cf. Luke 23:47).

Reading the Christmas narrative might be a 
personal or family tradition. This Christmas Eve, 
why not read the larger story? The reason He 
came was to die for our sins and to triumph over 
death in His resurrection. In addition to Luke 2, 
also read Luke 23–24. Thank God for the birth, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus and the gift of 
eternal life with Him!

Ken Heulitt, chief financial 
officer, welcomes your prayers 
for Moody’s financial 
stewardship. He expresses 
gratitude for God’s provision 
and for the faithfulness of 
God’s people. Thank you for 
your partnership with Moody! 

Read: Mark 15:16–39 Wednesday, December 24

Roman Centurion: The Power of the Cross

Surely this man was 
the Son of God!

Mark 15:39
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Efren Peñaflorida saw a need, and  
he has been meeting it in a practical way 
since 1997. Street children in the Philip-
pines do not have access to education, 
but they need to learn basic reading 
and writing skills to have any hope of 
escaping poverty. So Peñaflorida and 
his colleagues created mobile “push-
cart classrooms”—carts 
stocked with books and 
other school supplies—
and recruited teenaged 
volunteers as teachers. 

Practical service is also 
the key in Acts 6. The 
early church was grow-
ing, but it did not yet fully 
understand that Christ had brought 
down the walls between Jew and  
Gentile (see Acts 15). It would take time 
for believers’ deep-rooted ways of 
thinking to change. On this occasion, a 
conflict had erupted between Hebraic 
and Hellenistic Jews. Hellenistic Jews 
weren’t Gentiles, but as a result of 
birth and education they had adopted 
the Greek language and to some ex-
tent that culture and worldview. They 

felt their widows were being neglect-
ed in the distribution of food (v. 1). To 
put it another way, the Hebraic Jew-
ish widows appeared to be receiving 
more than their share of “food pantry” 
resources. 

The Apostles wisely chose a practical 
solution for a practical 
problem. Perhaps recall-
ing the example of Moses 
(see December 7), they 
delegated this matter to 
seven deacons. The word 
deacon means “one who 
serves.” While the Apos-
tles continued to focus on 
the priorities of preach-

ing and teaching the Word, along with 
prayer, the deacons would take over 
the relevant administrative responsi-
bilities (vv. 2–4; see also 1 Tim. 3:8–13).

The original deacons all had Greek 
names, indicating they were part of the 
aggrieved community. They were men  
“full of the Spirit and wisdom,” glad to 
follow in the footsteps of Christ Himself 
(v. 3).

During the Christmas and New Year’s holiday 
season, people often make an extra effort to 
reach out to the homeless, the hungry, and 
others lacking basic needs. If you know of a 
mission or shelter that could use some extra help 
at this time of year, why not volunteer? Better yet, 
why not invite a group of family and friends to 
volunteer with you regularly?

We hope this month’s study is 
helping you to know Jesus 
better. As we celebrate 
Christmas today, let us praise 
“the Lord of all” who came to 
earth as a baby to bring 
salvation to every tribe, nation, 
and every individual who 
believes in His name.

Read: Acts 6:1–7 Thursday, December 25

Seven Original Deacons: Practical Service

 Whoever wants 
to become great 

among you must be 
your servant.

Mark 10:43
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Last November, Athletes in Action 
partnered with the Toronto Argonauts 
of the Canadian Football League to 
host “Faith Night” during the team’s  
final game of the season. Quarterback 
Trevor Harris gave one of the testi-
monies: “Being in the public eye has  
allowed me to talk to [others] about my 
relationship with Christ, 
because we have a plat-
form where we can reach 
out to people and people 
will listen to us.”

What a powerful  
witness! Jesus had com-
manded His disciples to 
take the gospel to all  
nations (Matt. 28:19–20). In today’s  
narrative, the Holy Spirit made sure 
things took a significant step in the 
right direction. The Ethiopian eunuch 
was a Gentile and also a proselyte to 
the Jewish faith. The Spirit arranged a 
special appointment for him with Philip 
so that he could learn that the Messiah 
had come (v. 26).

Who was this man? He was the royal 
treasurer of the Ethiopian court. Ethio-
pia then referred to the upper Nile 
region in north Africa, what today is 
northern Sudan. As a eunuch, he could 
not be a full convert to Judaism (see 
Deut. 23:1), but he was a God-fearing 
individual. Since he had an influential 

government position, he 
probably later did much 
to bring the gospel to this 
region.

The Holy Spirit had pre-
pared the eunuch’s heart. 
He had been worshiping 
at the Feast of Pentecost 
in Jerusalem and was 

now heading home by chariot. As he 
rode, he read aloud from Isaiah 53, but 
he didn’t understand what this passage 
meant (vv. 31, 34). Philip explained the 
passage and the gospel, and the eunuch 
immediately responded with faith. He 
demonstrated his belief by requesting 
baptism (vv. 35–39).

Our God loves outsiders! Isaiah 56:3–7 
assures us that the Lord cares for foreigners 
and eunuchs. His heart is with the orphan, the 
widow, and the poor person (Prov. 14:31; 
James 1:27). His birth was first announced to 
shepherds. We ourselves are “foreigners and 
exiles” on earth (1 Peter 2:11). Thank God that a 
relationship with Him is available for all of us!

Lawrence Carlin and Kevin 
Davis in Web Support help 
develop Moody’s online 
ministry. Your prayers will be 
an encouragement in their 
work as they ensure good 
Internet connection for all 
Moody’s department on the 
Chicago campus.

Read: Acts 8:26–40 Friday, December 26

Ethiopian Royal Treasurer: To All Nations

All nations will 
come and worship 

before you.
Revelation 15:4
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A sense of personal sinfulness is quite 
weak in contemporary Western cultures. 
People tend to think of themselves as  
decent or basically good—maybe not 
perfect but also not so bad. They re-
fuse the biblical notion that all of us are 
sinful and deserve a death sentence 
(Rom. 3:23; 6:23). 

If the excuse of being 
a basically good per-
son was going to work 
for anyone, that person 
should have been Cor-
nelius. A Roman officer, 
he lived in Caesarea, a  
Mediterranean seaport 
that served as army head-
quarters. He was known 
by all to be a friend of the 
Jewish faith, a God-fearing man who was 
devout and generous (a centurion’s wages 
were five times those of an ordinary sol-
dier). In other words, Cornelius was about 
as good as a Gentile could be (vv. 1–2). 
Nonetheless, he needed to hear the gos-
pel and respond in faith, repenting of his 
sin and trusting Christ for forgiveness and 
salvation. 

God had been moving the church in the 
direction of evangelizing Gentiles—
Hellenistic Jews, Samaritans, a foreign 
proselyte to Judaism, and now Corne-
lius, a full-fledged Gentile. Acts 10 was 
a major moment in church history, which 
is why we’ll take two days to study it.

The Lord arranged Cor-
nelius’ encounter with 
the gospel from two  
directions. First, He sent 
a message to Corne-
lius (vv. 3–8). While this  
sincere soldier was 
praying, an angel  
appeared and told him 
to send to Joppa for 
the apostle Peter. Sec-
ond, God gave Peter a  

vision in which he was instructed to eat 
animals considered impure by the Law 
(vv. 9–16). This shocked him, but also 
caused him to expand his understand-
ing beyond his cultural tradition. When 
he obediently offered hospitality to the 
messengers from Cornelius, he showed 
that he had understood the point (vv. 
17–23).

To learn more about church history and 
tradition—those who have run the race before 
us—see the readable and masterful Turning 
Points: Decisive Moments in the History of 
Christianity by Mark Noll, now in its third  
edition. The examples from the past can inspire 
our own journey of faithful obedience to God’s 
commands today. 

Considering God’s blessings 
over the past year, Bruce 
Everhart, VP of Donor 
Development and Channel 
Strategy, is thankful for the 
blessing of Moody’s donors 
and invites you to pray for 
our fruitful partnership in the 
coming year.

Read: Acts 10:1–23 Saturday, December 27

Cornelius: Answering God’s Call

Your prayers and 
gifts to the poor 

have come up as a 
memorial offering 

before God.
Acts 10:4
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In Reconciliation Blues: A Black Evan-
gelical’s Inside View of White Christianity,  
Edward Gilbreath wrote about racial 
reconciliation: “The good news is that, 
despite our frequent missteps, the church 
is the one institution that’s best equipped 
to overcome the racial divide.” Point-
ing out that the anti-slavery and civil 
rights movements were 
“forged in the Christian 
church,” he said: “In both 
of these cases, the faithful 
response of a few daring 
believers gave way to 
powerful demonstrations 
of God’s deliverance, 
justice and grace. After a 
long human struggle, God 
broke through.”

God is the reason there is hope for 
breaking down racial and cultural bar-
riers! Cornelius and Peter respond-
ed with obedience, but it was God 
who arranged the circumstances and 
prompted them to act. Later, when 
Paul’s first missionary journey brought 
the gospel to Gentiles in a large-scale, 
strategic way, Peter’s testimony about 

today’s episode would prove key for 
the church to recognize that what was 
happening was ordained and initiated 
by God (see Acts 15:7–11).

Notice the barriers that were over-
come when Peter preached the gospel. 
Normal perspectives were stretched 

and transformed until 
everyone had a new un-
derstanding of God’s 
love. The Jewish believers 
were “astonished” that 
God gave uncircumcised 
Gentiles the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (vv. 44–48).

Peter tackled the big ques-
tion, introducing his sermon 

with observations about the significance 
of the day’s events. He could have blurred 
over the racial and cultural issues. Instead, 
he admitted frankly that it had taken a vi-
sion from God to overcome the barriers 
in his own mind (vv. 27–29). After hear-
ing Cornelius’s story, he outlined a fresh 
understanding of God and His plan of 
redemption (vv. 34–36).

Reconciliation Blues is an insightful and challeng-
ing book. Reading it can help us follow in the 
footsteps of Cornelius and Peter to engage in 
racial reconciliation in our own day. Walking a 
mile in a fellow believer’s shoes can also help 
reveal dimensions of the gospel we might not 
have noticed before.

Your prayers are important 
for Moody students and 
graduates in their search for 
employment. Today, please 
cover in prayer Moody’s 
Career Development ministry 
headed by Patrick Friedline.

Read: Acts 10:23–48 Sunday, December 28

Cornelius: Breaking Down Racial and Cultural Barriers

God does not 
show favoritism 
but accepts from 
every nation the 
one who fears 
him and does 
what is right.

Acts 10:34–35
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Kelsey Leonard, a member of the  
Shinnecock Indian Nation, became the 
first of her people to graduate from 
Harvard University. In 2012, she also 
became the first Native American 
woman ever to graduate from the Uni-
versity of Oxford, earning a master’s 
degree in water science, policy and 
management. “It’s a great 
starting point for Indig-
enous Peoples to attend 
the top universities in the 
world and to continue  
to push the envelope,” 
she said.

Another remarkable 
woman is identified in 
today’s reading, the first recorded Eu-
ropean to believe the gospel of Christ. 
Her name was Lydia, and she was a 
prominent businesswoman in Philippi. 
This city had the privileged status of 
being a Roman colony and was located 
on the Egnatian Way, a major east-
west Roman road. Through the vision 
of the man from Macedonia, God had 
led Paul to cross the Aegean Sea to this 
unreached Roman province (vv. 9–10).

Lydia dealt in purple cloth in this well-
situated and prosperous city. There 
were virtually no Jews in Philippi, as 
seen in the lack of a synagogue (v. 13) 
and the fact that Paul’s epistle to the 
Philippians doesn’t once quote the Old 
Testament. Even so, she, like Corne-
lius, was devout and is described as a 

“worshiper of God” (vv. 
14–15). The Lord “opened 
her heart” and she  
responded in faith to 
Paul’s message. 

Lydia was the head  
of her household, and 
she offered Paul and his 
team—which at this point 

included Silas, Timothy, and Luke— 
hospitality, which took courage given 
their cultural and religious outsider 
status. When events took a turn for 
the worse and her guests ended up in 
prison (see tomorrow’s devotional), 
her courage didn’t falter. She continued 
to stand with them and rejoiced when 
God worked miraculously to free them 
(v. 40).

God works to draw people to Himself. He 
moves hearts, He opens doors, He sends 
messengers, and He calls people. We can 
share the gospel with the confidence that 
God is working to prepare the hearts of 
people, and He works in amazing ways that 
we often don’t see in advance. 

Will you include in your prayer 
time our Human Resources 
department headed by vice 
president Debbie Zelinski? 
She will especially appreciate 
the prayers of the Moody 
community, since it’s her 
first year at Moody.

Read: Acts 16:1–15 Monday, December 29

Lydia: A Businesswoman Disciple

The Lord opened 
her heart to 

respond to Paul’s 
message.
Acts 16:14
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Marcus and Narcissa Whitman are  
famous as missionary martyrs, but their 
story also contains many warnings 
about ministry. When they left for the 
Oregon territory in 1836, their goal 
was to bring the gospel to the Cay-
use, a Native American people who 
resented the white couple, their God, 
and their material pros-
perity. The Whitmans’ 
ministry saw little fruit 
and was further hindered 
by frequent conflicts and 
misunderstandings with 
missionary teammates. 

Silas proved to be an 
excellent teammate on 
Paul’s second missionary journey. A 
friend of Peter (1 Peter 5:12) and re-
spected leader in the Jerusalem church, 
he had been one of the bearers of the 
Jerusalem Council’s decision (15:22). He 
was also a prophet (15:32), in addition 
to being Paul’s partner in preaching the 
gospel (2 Cor. 1:19). Tradition says he 
was the first bishop of Corinth.

As Paul and Silas followed God’s call 
and took the gospel to Europe, they 

faced both opposition and blessing. In 
today’s reading, a demon-possessed 
slave girl followed them around, bawl-
ing out their identity and mission. Her 
behavior was distracting and made 
them a public spectacle, hindering their 
ministry. It might also have led some 
people to think she was associated with 

them. When Paul cast out 
the demon, her owners 
hauled the two mission-
aries before the local 
magistrate. They faced 
false accusations and the 
mob’s anti-Jewish preju-
dice, and then they were 
unjustly imprisoned.

Paul and Silas (both Roman citizens) 
responded by singing hymns and prais-
ing the Lord from their jail cell (v. 25). 
They rejoiced to suffer for the name 
of Christ. When God sent an earth-
quake, their first concern was not their  
personal freedom but God’s glory: They  
witnessed to the jailer and his house-
hold (vv. 26–34), and made sure to 
publicly establish their innocence so 
that the work of God in Philippi could 
continue (vv. 35–40).

Many of us don’t pray enough for missionar-
ies. If you can’t locate specific requests, 
consider the following common needs and 
challenges: a close daily walk with the Lord; a 
strong marriage and family; financial support; 
language and culture learning; and opportunities 
to witness and make disciples through words, 
actions, and relationships.

Campus Network engineers—
Johnny Wu, Kyle Sparrow, 
and James Hickman—keep all 
the computers well connected 
and well maintained on 
Moody’s Chicago campus. They 
will be encouraged to know 
you prayed for them today.

Read: Acts 16:16–40 Tuesday, December 30

Silas: A Missionary Teammate

Paul and Silas 
were praying and 

singing hymns 
to God.
Acts 16:25
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On February 12, 1865, ex-slave and 
pastor Henry Garnet became the 
first African American to address the  
U.S. House of Representatives. He had  
escaped slavery as a child with his  
family and later worked for the abo-
litionist cause before studying for the 
ministry. He told the assembled politi-
cians: “I would as soon at-
tempt to enslave Gabriel 
or Michael [angels] as to  
enslave a man made in 
the image of God, and 
for whom Christ died.”

The apostle Paul had a 
similar perspective. He 
was in prison in Rome 
when he wrote a short letter to Phile-
mon, a Christian in Colossae. Philemon 
had a slave named Onesimus, who 
had robbed him and run away, crimes 
punishable by death. Onesimus had  
escaped to Rome, where he encoun-
tered Paul and become a Christian.

Now what? What would the Lord have 
His followers do? Philemon had the 

legal rights on his side, plus he was a 
robbery victim. Onesimus was a victim 
himself of the systemic injustice of slav-
ery, but this didn’t justify what he had 
done. Paul had a stake in this situation 
as well. He and Onesimus had become 
very close, like family (v. 10). Paul called 
him “my very heart” (v. 12).

Onesimus had wronged 
Philemon, so Paul sent him 
back to his former master 
to ask for forgiveness.  
At the same time, though, 
the Apostle sent a letter 
along with him, pleading 
with Philemon to emanci-
pate his brother in Christ. 

He didn’t command it—Philemon had a 
choice (vv. 8–9, 14)—but he did make 
his case as persuasive and moving as 
possible, including a promise to make 
good on Philemon’s losses. While work-
ing within the social boundaries of his 
day, Paul recommended grace as a 
more revolutionary and more godly 
choice (vv. 15–16).

As we conclude our study this month and also bid 
goodbye to another year, spend some extra time 
in prayer today asking the Lord to show you how 
you can be a person who chooses grace. Is there 
someone you need to forgive? Is there injustice 
you need to oppose? Do you know someone 
who needs your kindness? Let us go into the new 
year resolving to grow in grace.

As we come to the end of the 
year, and the end of our 
journey through God’s Word in 
2014, we would like to thank 
all our readers and pray for a 
peaceful and fruitful New Year 
filled with God’s love and grace. 
Thank you for your support!

Read: Philemon 1:8–21 Wednesday, December 31

Onesimus: True Freedom in Christ

If the Son sets you 
free, you will be 

free indeed.
John 8:36
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